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Résumé

A Study on Relational Concept in Autistic Children
(1). On Performances Based on Spacial Concept

Akiko Kondo, Chizuko Ohta, and Shigeo Kobayashi

The purpose of this study is to clarify some of the factors which make autistic children difficult
to form space concept. Either language disorder or difficulty in conceptualization of input information,
or both may be the cause of their disturbance. In this paper, the relation between space orientation
and language comprehension were discussed.

7 autistic children and 20 normal controls, 10 three years old children and 10 four years old
children, were selected as subjects. Autistic and normal children were matched with verbal age (VA)
of 4 years.

The experimental tasks are as follows ;

1-(1). “Put the orange on the block.”
(2). “Put the orange beside the block.”
(3). “Put the orange in front of the block.”
(4). “Put the orange behind the block.”
2-(1). “Put your hands up.”
(2). “Put your hands aside.”
(3). “Put your hands forward.”
(4). “Put your hands backward.”
3-(1). “Raise the orange up.”
(2). “Put the orange beside you.”
(3). “Put the orange in front of you.”
(4). “Put the orange behind you.”
4-(1). “Come beside me.”
(2). “Come in front of me.”
(3). “Go behind me.”
The experiment was carried out individually.

The results were as follows ;

(1). Autistic children were significantly inferior to 4 ys. old controis in performance of tasks 4-(2),
(8) and to 3 ys. old controls in tasks 3-(2), (3), (4) and 4-(2), (3).

(2). High VA autistic children failed only in task 1. The error pattern was, however, comgatible
with that of 3 ys. old controls.

(8). Five out of ten normal children failed in tasks 1-(3), (4). All errors were appeared due to
reversal responses.

The results show that autistic children have some disturbance in acquisition of space concept. It
seems that the disturbance is not due to the inability to comprehend the relationship, but to inability

to understand the words which indicate the relation with objects.



