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Summary

A Preliminary Investigation of the Acquisition of the Functional
Words in Children with Learning Disabilities

——Its Diagnostic and Educational Treatment——

T. Nakamura, E. Ishidoya and Y. Saito

The purpose of this study is to pursue one of the causes of children’s learning disabilities
by analyzing the acquisition of basically dependent parts of speech which are called functional
wors in Japanese. Grammatically speaking, particle, adjective, adverb, conjunction, demonstrative
pronoun, auxiliary verb are included as the functional words. It is also to discuss some points
of whether the developmental lag and retardation of language performance abilities, especially
of functional words, would result in or generate children with learning difficulties.

A total of 130 subjects, 115 of grade 3 through 5 from an elementary school, 15 of grade 3
through 6 from the special classes, served as subjects. Testing was administered with 5 original
test battery designed for this study by the authors. These tests of the name are as follows :
learning expectancytest, learning diagnostic test, language stimulation reponse test, picture
vocabulary test, and visual acceptance test. Each of these tests had different roles to diagnose
the children’s levels of reponse to the functional words.

Former two tests were used for the group and latter three were exclusively of the personal
tests of measuring the intra-individual differences to the functional words. Picture vocaburary
test and visual acceptance test were nonverbal and were to measure the stage of an age from
the response levels to nonverbal stimulations.

The subjects from the normal classes of grade 3through 5 were asked to receive a learning
expectancy test first, and then learning diagnostic test administered. Those who placed into the
lowest rank of the distribution with these tests were also asked to receive the other three tests
in order to identify the intra-individual differences. The subjects from the special classes were
not asked to take the former two tests, that is, the expectancy and diagnostic tests, but they
were individually tested with the other three personal tests.

The findings were as follows :

(1) There were a wide range of differences on the fixative degrees in performing abilities of
the functional words.

(2) Higher coincidence was found in the results between learning expectancy test and learning
diagnostic test; lower score of the expectancy test were the subjects, more failure was
found in the results of learning achievement.

(3) Subjects who were judged as the level of the first grade in the normal clsses were
approximaltely 24% of the third grade, 17% of the fouth, and 7 % of the fifth.

(4) The subjects listed above showed extremely lower reponse to the functional words. What

this meant was that their learning was certainly hindered by their failure response. to the
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functional words. We judged from this fact that this failure must be resulted in difficulties
of thier learning.

No different pattern showed in the resuls of the three personal tests between the subjects
from special classes and those from the normal who indicated the lowest scores in the
group tests. In other words, they showed poor performance especially to the languge
stimulation reponse test.

Meager experiences with functional words in an infantile period resulted in reduced perfo-

rmance in their subsequent learning.
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