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Summary

Discussion with Training of the Communication Disorder in
Autistic Children

——A Case Study with Behavior Therapeutic Approach——
Akiko Kondo, Shigeo Kobayashi and Masaru Yoshioka

This case study is concerned with a 3years 11 months old autistic girl with communication
disorder. She had been diagnosed as autism, and showed some typical symptoms such as
persistent movement, negativism in interpersonal relationship, and other behavioral problems.
She was able to vocalize some words spontaneously, but unable to use for the purpose of
communication. The training programs were designed to develop her speech comprehension
and expression through behavior therapeutic approach. The training program is described as
followed ;

Ist Period : Acquiring of the basic learning set, i.e., sitting still, concentrating to the given
materials, paying attention to the trainer.
2nd Period : 1). Responding to the verbal stimuli.
2). Increasing of vocabulary (noun, adjective, conjunction).
3rd Period : Reading two letter words, matching them with proper picture, and acquisition of
numeral concept.

Two years were needed to achieve the program of the 2nd Period. She is still working
with those of the 3 rd.

It was demonstrated to increase her vocabulary to some extent, but speech comprehension
was possible only when the sentence pattern was similar to the one used in the training
session.

It was concluded that the autistic appeared to have difficulty in assocmtmg the input infor-

mation with his memory which he had experienced.
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