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Résume

Discussion on Verbal Imitation Training in Autistic Children with
Speaking Difficulty

Kobayashi, Shigeo and Sugiyama, Masahiko

It is discussed in the study whether verbal imitation training would be efficient and effective
for making up some speech in an autistic child with speaking difficulty.

A 3 years 8 months old boy who had been diagnosed as autism, was selected as a subject
and appeared to have some typical symptoms as lack of eye-contact, persistent tendency, etc.

»

He was reported as a completely mute except for some nonsense vocalization “Uh” about twice
a month.

On the process of therapeutic approach, inadequate behaviors were readily decreased. Fre-
quency of vocalization, neverthless, did not increase at all.

So, the writers tried to introduce him in verbal imitation training according to the five
steps. In all sessions, the trainer showed a model, and gave a piece of chocolate and verbal
praise as reinforcers whenever any adequate response appeared.

step 1; imitation for opening of the mouth

step 2; training of breathing out

step 3; trainnig of breathing out violently

step 4; training of vocalizetion

step 5; imitation for differentiation of vocalization

Verbal imitation training has been performed for five months. On the process of the training,
frequency of his vocalization was increased gradually and his pronounciation has become clear.
And it was observed for him to imitate the trainer’s verbalization and to speak few words spon-
taneously and adequately to some extent. It should be considered, however, that he was unable
generalize them to use in different situations.

As a result of the training for an autistic child, it is concluded that the verbal imitation
training is efficient and effective in making some fundamental speech up. It should be pointed
out that verbal imitation training would be based upon preparation of imitative intention and
attention concentration for the trainer.

Furthermore, problems of speaking difficulty were discussed in concerning with the case in
comparing with the therapeutic process of other cases.
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