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Résumé

An Essay on the Historical Studies of the Education
for the Mentally Retarded in the United States

Yuji Tsumagari

This is one of the studies concerning about the history of the education for the mentally
retarded. The author have reviewed those studies written by Japanese (1975). In this paper
the contributions by american researchers were examined.

(1) In the United States, the interest in the historical studies were already shown in the
middle of the 19th century. The founders of the theory and schools for idiots, S.G. Howe (1848)
and E.O. Seguin (1866) collected the historical materials and framed the patterns of modern
histories.

(2) At the turn of the century, the studies aimed the world wide history, M. W. Barr (1904),
superintendent of the Elwyn Training School, P. A., described the development of this education
in the european countries and in the United States, as well as in Japan. J.E.W. Wallin (1917)
added Barr’s contribution the history of the education for the backward children in the world.

(3) In the middle of this century, american researchers concentrated their efforts upon
studying the history in the United States. F. Kuhlmann (1940), and M. G. Knott (1966), both of
them were presidents of the American Association of Mental Deficiency, addressed the american
history, which covered from early times to present.

(4) In 1970’s, new trend appeared in the historical studies in the United States. For ex-
ample, A.A. Baumeister (1972) began his study saying that the concept of mental retardation
and the institution for the mentally retarded were inventions of modern times. Although S.P.
Davies (1959) had already pointed that the education of the mentally retarded was one of the
social problems, Baumeister completed these point of view in the historical study.

This is the present stage of the studies on the history of the mentally retarded in the United

States. Next times the historical studies in Germany and in England will be studied.
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