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Résumé
The identification of the visually handicapped children

On the retalionship between the mode of reading
and the extent of the visual acuity

Y. Tanimura, K. Ohkawara, C. Fujita

As the educational procedure of the visual handicapped children, the choice either Braille or
ink print letters is the initial problem. .

The present report shows results of investigation the relationship between: the mode of
reading and the extent of visual acuity about 8646 pupils attending 73 schools for the blind in
1975. In term of percentage of each letter users, it appears 39.2% in Braille, 54.6% in the ink
print and 4.5% in both Braille and the ink print.

In the levels of remaining vision ranging less than 0.02, Braille readers occupy the major
portion of the total population, but in more than 0.03, the ink-print reader replace conversely.

As the population of Braille readers shows a rapidly increasing rate in the level of 0.01, it
is satisfactory to consider that level of vision as the maximum limit for the use of Braille.
While, in the level of 0.04, the rate of the ink print readers increases outstandingly, and then,
that level of vision is practical as the screening minimum vision for the ink print reader. Most
of subjects in the level of 0.02 and 0.03 is included in the border extent for the modes of read-
ing and is necessary to decide it individually under careful consideration.

Recently, in young age groups, the concentration toward eithe Braille reading or ink print

~reading in accordance with the level of vision is remarkable.

However, it is needless to say that the visual acuity is always used as a screening norm
and is not sufficient as the conclusive factor to decide the mode of reading. The decision must
be practically through the educational certification of each adaptability.
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