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Résumeé

Effect of Training Rate on Braille Reading in Blind Children

Yasumasa Sato
The University of Tsukuba

It is the purpose of this study to investigate the effect of training rate on hraille reading
through motivated reading. The subjects were 43 pupils of grade 4 through 6 in schools for the
blind.

They were divided into two groups with the experimental group 21 in number, and the
control group 22 in number. The whole training period was four weeks, about half an hour a
day.- The subjects were asked to read materials with about 5,000 letters a day, which were
selected from nonfiction books. At the same time, the time required to read materials was me-
asured and a comprehension test of the materials devised by the author was administered.

In order to measure the effect of training, three kinds of pre- and post-tests were prepared.
One of them was an ordinary speed test. With regard to the other two tests, which were story
tests, the reading materials were similar to those used for training, including comprehension
tests.

In comparison with the control group, the experimental group showed significant progress
in rate of story reading. But as to the progress with the ordinary speed test, no significant
difference was found between the experimental and control groups.

The reason that the experimental group made significant progress in story tests was that
the materials of the pre- and post-tests were similar to the materials used in training, and the
ordinary speed test required somewhat different types of reading.
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