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Naturalization Politics and National Image in Japan after World War:
A Case Study of the Life Story of a Naturalized Chinese

SASAKI Teru
University of Tsukuba

After World War II, the Japanese government has thought that naturalization is not only a change
in legal status, but also a change in political and cultural identity, that is, a social transubstantiation
(=national identity). Moreover, almost all those who naturalized twenty years ago thought the same.
But nowadays, that idea is being changed by the young generation.

In this essay, I introduce the life story of one Chinese who naturalized in Japan (so-called ‘Kajin’).
She has an identity as a Japanese, and also maintains an ethnic identity as Chinese. Through this
case, [ advocate that for people who naturalize in Japan, legal naturalization is beginning to separate
from their national identity. Thus, the government may have to change its image of ‘becoming

Japanese’, and also of ‘being Japanese’.
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