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The Current Meaning of Organic Farming in Japan:
A Reconsideration of Relationships, from a Case Study
of Yasato-twn, Ibaraki-prf.

Yan Meifang
Tianjin Foreign Studies University

The purpose of this paper is to survey the recent development of, and the possibilities of,
Japanese agriculture. The Japanese agricultural administration had been based on the idea of
productivity drive which caused several problems such as the environmental issues and the
deprivation of farmers’ creativity.

Thus far, the organic farming in Japan has coped with those problems especially by selling
the products to specific groups of consumers. This is called fetke: in Japanese which should be
distinguished from sanchoku. Unlike sanchoku, teikei does not merely pursues reducing the cost,
but it considers the relationships between producers and consumers as primary. Still, fezke: failed to
reflect on the ordinary life-living of both farmers and consumers.

A case study of this paper describes a farmer’s attempt, after his failure of feikei, to strengthen
the relationships with their neighbours including plants and animals. As a conclusion, by referring
to what fetker’s failure indicates, the paper presents one of the possible models of Japanese agriculture.



