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A study on an Attitude of Inquiry in Dewey’s Theory

Junko litsuka

The purpose of this paper is to examine an attitude of “inquiry” through examining a problem of belief
in “Dewey’s Theory of Inquiry”. In order to examine this, [ tried to reread Logic | The Theory of Inquiry
(1938} and How we think (1910 - 1933) as main texts.

According to Dewey, “Inquiry” begins with doubting the belief which human being has.

Therefore, helief in “inquiry” is important in his theory. However, the problem of belief (in the beginning
of "inquiry") has been overlooked.

Dewey states that belief proceeds to “inquiry” when it involves “intellectual and practical commitment.”
On the other hand, according to Bacon and Locke, there are main sources of error in reaching beliefs and
typical forms of wrong beliefs. In Dewey, wrong beliefs are not reaching “inquiry.” Because inquire’s mind
is closed-minded.

Therefore, Dewey emphasized that three attitudes of "“inquiry” were important to regulate wrong
beliefs. The three attitudes discussed are “open-mindedness”, “whole-heartedness” and “responsibility.”

Through this examination, 1 suggest that Dewey thinks these three attitudes are important for proceed-
ing to “inquiry” not transferring wrong belief. There was a problem of belief in “ inquiry” in the background
of the emphasis of attitude of “inquiry” by Dewey, and a problem of attitudes in the background of
consideration of the wrong beliefs. In other words, attitudes are inseparable from belief in “inquiry”, I
conclude that the nature of theery of “inquiry” can be understood when both (beliefs and attitudes) are
taken into account.



