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A Study of “Housewife” during World War II Footing in Japan

NAMIUCHI Chizu
University of Tsukuba

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the process how “Housewife” as image was
constructed during World War II footing in Japan.

This term was an epoch for many contemporaries when women were accepted as part
of the nation. One of the images for women which were adopted then was “Housewife.”
That is, “Housewife” at this era was constructed in the concept of “nationalization of
women.”

This, the birth of “Housewife as nation” entailed “nation who is woman” category at
the level of social consciousness, not at that of laws. Therefore, this movement can be
regarded as re-gendering the “nation” concept in this era.



