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A Review of Neuropsychological Studies Concerning the Process of Negative Emotional
Experience

Chisa Okubo and Toshiki Ogawa (Iustitute of Psychology, Graduate School of Comprehensive Human
Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

To reveal the process of negative emotional experience, first we focus LeDoux’s dual pathway
model, and secondly, we propose a neural circuit model that improves on the LeDoux's model by drawing
on the accumulated findings of neuropsychology. We review research on negative emotion, reframing it
from the model. This review highlights the lack of studies on rising and experiencing emotions, even
though a number of studies have been conducted to date on the functions of social cognition. In order
to examine the processes of rising and experiencing negative emotions, we argue that it is effective to
study them from a psychological perspective. Accordingly, we reframe psychological research on negative
emotion from the neural circuit model, and propose some tasks for the future. It is hoped that future
research on the experience of negative emotions will be conducted from a psychological perspective that
considers a number of factors, such emotional response, attention, memory, and working memory.
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