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A Pilot Study of the Empathic-Affective Response Scale for Middle School Students
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There were three purposes of this study. First one is to develop the Empathic-Affective Response
Scale for Middle School Students (EARS-MSS) and to confirm the factor structure of EARS-MSS. Then,
the relationship between envy and empathic-affective reactions was investigated in order to examine
discriminative valdity. Finally, the influence of empathic-affective reactions on prosocial and aggressive
behaviors was explored. One hundred and ninety six middle school students participated. As results,
factor analysis revealed that EARS-MSS constructed from three factors: (a) empathy towards other’s
positive affections (positive empathy), (b) sharing of other's negative affections (negative sharing) and (c)
sympathy towards other’s negative affections (sympathy). These subscales had high reliability. Partial
correlation analysis revealed that envy was negatively correlated with positive empathy and positively
correlated with negative sharing. Regression analysis indicated that positive empathy has the positive
potential of restraining overt aggressive behaviors, whereas sympathy has the positive potential of
promoting prosocial behaviors.
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