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Examining a new narcissistic personality scale and its construct validity
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Fujio Yoshida (Institute of Psychology, Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University
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The main purpose of the present study is to construct a narcissistic personality questionnaire that
measures grandiosity and sensitive traits. Factor analyses identified four factors: self-glorification, selfhood,
sensitivity to evaluation and need for admiration. The internal consistency of each subscale was assessed
with Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. We examined the relation between narcissism subscales, praise-seeking
and rejection-avoidance needs, descriptions of past events and causal attributions for past events to test
its construct validity. Self-glorification, selfhood and need for attention showed a positive relation to praise-
seeking, while sensitivity to evaluation showed a positive relation to rejection-avoidance needs. In terms
of positive past events, self-glorification and need for attention were related to longer event descriptions,
self-glorification was related to internal attribution, and sensitivity to evaluations was related to external
attribution. In terms of negative past events, self-glorification was related to external attribution and
sensitivity to evaluations was related to internal attribution. These results are generally consistent with
the hypothesis.

Key words: narcissistic personality scale, grandiose traits, hyper-sensitive traits, praise seeking,
rejection avoidance, past events
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