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A Study of Sending Students to Toa Dobun Shoin at Expenses
of Ministry of Foreign Affairs:

Focusing on Officials-Training Sponsored by the Ministry between 1910-20s

Akihiro Matsutani

This paper aims to consider the function and the role of Toa Dobun Shoin (Dongya Tongwen Shuyuan)
from the viewpoint of Ministry of Foreign Affairs which sent the students to the academy, clarifying the
actual training of them there. The students were sent to be a consular clerk and a consul in Japanese
consulates stationed in China.

Toa Dobun Shoin was at first established as Nankin Dobun Shoin in Nanjing in 1900 by Toa Dobunkai
(Dongya Tongwenhui) organized in 1898, This academy then moved to Shanghai in 1901 because of the
Boxer Rebellion and changed the name to Toa Dobun Shoin. Down to 1945, this academy had trained
students expected to engage in various works in China in their future.

The contents of this paper are as follows:

(1) The system of sending the students to study in China by Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the career
after they had finished studying,

(2) The actual implementation of training there sponsored by Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

(3) The contents of training expected to study there.

In this paper we can clarify as follows:

Firstly Ministry of Foreign Affairs temporarily sent students to Toa Dobun Shoin only in 1907. After
that it sent students there in earnest from 1819 to 1923 because an applicant for the student studying in China
was short. Ministry of Foreign Affairs therefore had Toa Dobunkai select the students. But such selective
system had ended until 1923, That is why it regarded them as not being so brilliant compared with ones
before 1919,

Secondly Ministry of Foreign Affairs was nearly accord with Toa Dobunkai in their intent to expand
economic power of Japan into China. But both sides were contrary to expectation for training the students.
After all, Ministry of Foreign Affairs mainly requested for Toa Dobun Shoin to train their ability of Chinese.



