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Introduction of the Project Method into the Practice
in the Elementary School Attached to Kanagawa Women’s Normal School

--Focusing on the Practice of the Athletic Meeting (“Undakai”} by Hiroshi Yamazaki—

Chie Kaneko

The Project Method was imported to Japan in 1920’s. In the age of the movement of “Taishd-
Shinkysiku” (The New Education), Several elementary schools attached to Normal Schools tried to
introduce this theory into the practice. The elementary school attached to Kanagawa Women’s Normal
School. was one of the representatives which tried to do it. In this school, the practice of the Project Method
was started in 1921 by Hiroshi Yamazaki, infuluenced by the theoretical study of Soju Irisawa, associate
proffesor at Tokyo Imperial University.

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the introduction of the Project Method inte the practice of
the Athletic Meeting ("Unddkai”) at this school. The reason why this paper focuses on it is as follows,

It is known that “Taisyo-Shinkydiku (New Education) movement had the limit of the curriculum
development under the national government control, Although the Atheletic Meeting ("Undokai*), an extra
curricular activity was supposed to be relatively free from it.

As a conclusion, this paper points out that the practice was constructed of four steps, purposing,
planning, excuting, judging by introducing the Project-Method. The planning process was regarded the most
important. Children repreated the meetings over and aver.



