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Actual Situations and Problems of the Credit System
in Japanese University Reform

Kazuhiko Shimizu
(University of Tsukuba)

This paper aims to clarify present situations and problems of the
credit system in Japanese universities by analyzing their current
educational reforms. The Standards for the Establishment of
Universities in Japan was largely revised in July 1991 . The classification
of subjects such as general education and specialized education written
in the standards has been abolished so that each university can plan its
own currigulum freely.

As for cfedits also,the detailed requirements for each classification of
subjects have been omitted and the necessary requirements for
graduation were to be the only minimum number of credits to learn (124
credits). The principle of one credit that is composed of 45 hours of
activities in and out of classroom was maintained. But the class hours
which are necessary for a credit of lecture, seminar and laboratory work
have been made more flexible. Furthermore, various new sub-systems
of the credit system were added in the standards.

The author tried to set up the following areas of the credit system for
studies: one credit, total credits, distribution of credits, optional
registration, and evaluation. According to the framework set for this
analysis, the actual characteristics of the credit system are found as
follows:

As for one credit, the credit calculation method in each university has

changed and is diversified. The most important problem is how to
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improve student’s learning out of classroom. Next as for total credits,
many universities have decreased their far more credits to minimum
standard. No particular problems have existed except for the additional
credits of teacher training institutions.

Considering the actual situations and variety of the credit system
nowadays, the author pointed out that problems of the distibution of
credits, optional registration and evaluation would be more important
in each university. And it’s essential to consider how to secure the quality

of the credit.
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