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Attachment figures in middle childhood: An investigation from a functional-based approach
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The purpose of this study is to identify attachment figures in middle childhood. To that aim, an
Attachment Figure Nominated Scale for Children (AFNSC) was created and examined in terms of its
validity. The respondents were 728 fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade elementary school students (375
boys and 353 girls). In examining the validity of the scale, a coincidence rate was calculated between
individuals identified as an attachment figure in the AFNSC and individuals identified within the first
circle of convoy mapping. A high coincidence rate was obtained, which indicates that the scale has a
certain degree of validity. The AFNSC revealed that the mother, who has traditionally been regarded as
the most significant attachment figure, was nominated by only 64% children as their first attachment
figure, and also that fathers, friends, and grandparents can be attachment figures.
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Table 1 3> 44 ISREA S L/ A BAMER IO MBS & B8
o % 11 %20 %3M
%ﬁc ]ﬁ_ ” % 7 % " %
B 623 95.6 18 2.8 5 0.8
S 549 84.2 50 7.7 12 1.8
CiEREA 336 51.5 138 21.2 30 4.6
AL 281 43.1 116 17.8 24 3.7
5L 152 23.3 24 3.7 5 0.8
1l 134 - 20.6 18 2.8 4 0.6
5 131 20.1 20 3.1 5 0.8
7S 134 20.6 14 2.1 1 0.2
AL - A 59 9.0 64 9.8 31 4.8
Wz 147 22.5 160 24.5 56 8.6
g 359 55.1 595 91.3 404 62.0
P 27 4.1 125 19.2 142 21.8
a2kl 11 1.7 28 4.3 100 15.3
~Ly b 55 8.4 21 3.2 17 2.6

Note. n = 652.
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Table 2 V=3 ¥ 2y T —7 OAEE CEEE OHBRE

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ] 10 11 12 13
o 1 CONVOY &4k 56**  73%%  G5**|  17%%  19%* 4%+  J7%% — J1*% — (8  — 13%*x  22%* — ]3**
S 2 E1oH - .06 .02 A6%x  18%*  I1%* 1% — 09% - 14%* — 16%*  18** - 16**
g 3 w200 - 30** .07 10* .05 10*% -~ 06 - .01 - .05 A1** - 05
= 4 H3IDMH - J10**  08* g1 A3%* — 06 00 - 03 A3+ - 04
5 HClfl - 38*F 6%+ J2x* = 27%F — DBHF — 23 B2¥* — 34k
6 o R - AL*F 0 34%% — D8HX — 3Dk — 4Dk 7QEE . 43k
7 BEE - P ~ 44%% — 08— 08*% — 11%*  7g¥F — ]]%*
I'ifﬂ 8 H1E - ~ 22%% — 20%* — 16%* 14¥* — 2h%*
w9 B0kl - 44*¥ 31kx — 5%k 7k
j’% 10 3 - B7wk - Z7Ex gy
11 5l2Z% b - — 31*k 7
12 #5%KIC - = .36**
13 A bV AKTG -

TEE 01, T p <05

Y n = 640.
Table 3 T & v F A¥ batRe LTETONBEAEHORBERE Z084E

. First Person Second Person Third Person Fourth Person

THoF Ay i
Count % Count % Count % Count %

527 467 64.1 103 14.1 24 3.3 13 1.8
K 66 9.1 259 35.6 124 17.0 58 8.0
S dilidek 33 4.5 95 13.0 186 25.5 154 21.2
L 4 0.5 9 1.2 19 2.6 41 5.6
AHRE 5 0.7 26 3.6 52 7.1 42 5.8
weZ 3 0.4 2 0.3 13 1.8 38 5.2
1R - AT 2 0.3 1 0.1 3 0.4 5 0.7
KZbH 88 12.1 150 20.6 197 27.1 204 28.0
ivac) 3 0.4 8 1.1 2 0.3 4 0.5
~w b 0 0 2 0.3 10 1.4 13 1.8
Z oAb 0 0 3 0.4 2 0.3 6 0.8
A B 57 7.8 70 9.6 96 13.2 150 20.6
&El 728 100 728 100 728 100 728 100

Table 4 Convoy model |2 BT 25 1 BTN/ RERERT Y v F A v MEERBIIBWTEITFO NS

D—FE
First Person  Second Person Third Person Fourth Person . e
- e e - s
Attachment #%5E
AR oM 628 94.6% 90.9% 81.1% 68.0% 230.06*%* 1>2>3>4
TEREAK 607 92.8% 84.2% 78.3% 73.0% 105.74**  1>2>3,4
5 HEH I 624 93.1% 90.5% 80.1% 69.2% 186.01** 1,2>3>4
i sl 626 91.1% 87.2% 80.4% 74.4% 84.90** 1,2>3>4
Attachment ¥ 598 95.8% 87.1% 77.8% 67.3% 214.86** 1>2>3>4
"p <01

KT v FRAYIDABEERRM L CWAI &G E L, 4BECBIIAENEZESELA D2 AL TES
O O HIEIZ, First Person, Second Person, Third Person, Fourth Person & L 776
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