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Friendship and friendship satisfaction shifts among first-year students

Yuhkoh Satoh (Imstitute of Psychology, Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Science, University

of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

This study examines friendship among first-year university students and how levels of satisfaction
with new friends shift over the period from April to July. First-year students (N=418) were asked to
complete six times a number of questionnaires, which measure satisfaction with new friends, relation-
initiation skill, positive self-disclosure trait, cooperative listening role, and a two-dimensional friendship
scale. The results are as follows: (1) satisfaction with new friends was higher in June than in April and
May. (2) First-year students with the highest levels of satisfaction with new friends have high intimacy
with friends, have a greater number of friends, and report highly on the positive self-disclosure trait

and low on the cooperative listening role. (3) Relation-initiation skill is related to satisfaction with new

friends in April and May, but is not related in July.
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