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The roles of cognitions of joking relationship in initial stage of friendship

Daichi Hayama (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba,
TBukuba 305-8572, Japan)

Shigeo Sakurai (Institute of Psychology, Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences,
Universily of Tukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

The purposes of this study are to classify cognition for joking relationships (Hayama & Sakurai,
2008) into speaker and listener cognitions, and to examine the relationship between these cognitions of
joking relationships and friendship patterns (Okada, 2002), interpersonal trust (Sakai, 2005), evaluations
of intimacy, and closeness (Aron, Aron, & Smollan, 1992) within initial friendships (within 3 months).
The participants were 263 university students (114 men, 148 women, 1 unknown). A factor analysis
identified four factors; “sense of understanding friend”, “sense of being accepted by friend”, "sense of
being understood by friend”, and “sense of accepting friend”. Partial correlation analysis indicates that
the sense of understanding the friend 1s positively related to a “crowd relationship” sub-scale included
on the friendship pattern scale (r=.45, p<.01). Apart from the sense of being accepted by the friend,
the cognitions for joking relationships are positively related to intimacy and interpersonal trust. The
sense of understanding the friend and the sense of being understood by the friend are positively related
to closeness. These results indicate that the cognitions involved in joking relationships play significant
roles during the initial stage of developing friendship.
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