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This study examined the text comprehension processes of Japanese learners of

English during reading in terms of five types of information linkages (situational dimensions:
protagonist, intentionality, causality, temporality, and spatiality). The effects of text coherence
level, learner proficiency, and reading instruction on comprehension processes were examined. The
results of the analysis of Japanese undergraduate and graduate students’ eye movements or think
aloud protocols indicated that readers were relatively stable in understanding the coherence of the
protagonist and intentionality. It was also suggested that instruction in which readers are asked to
read the text while visualizing the content in their minds encourages their understanding of the
connections between the actions and positions of characters in narrative texts. The research
findings have implications for further developing the reading model, research methodology, and
classroom reading instruction.
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