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Trends and Issues in Research on Multidisciplinary Collaboration
in Special Needs Education:
Focusing on Elementary, Junior High Schools and
Special Needs Schools in Japan

Tomoko Okayasu”, Junko Tida”

The purpose of this study is to review previous studies on multidisciplinary cooperation and multidisciplinary
team support for special support education in elementary and junior high schools and special-needs schools in Japan.
Students requiring special-needs education have psychological and welfare needs, and in order to respond to these
needs, we reviewed the current status of multidisciplinary cooperation in elementary and junior high schools and
special-needs schools. As a result, it was considered that multidisciplinary cooperation in special support education
includes cooperation between schools and medical care. Regarding team support in special-support education, it
indicated that team support in the collegial position of teachers is common. It was inferred that research on
multidisciplinary cooperation in which teachers, school counselors, and school social workers, all of whom are
multidisciplinary professionals, work together to support students, has just begun. In order to cope with the complex
needs of children with special needs education, it is desirable for teachers, school counselors, and school social
workers to work together smoothly, making use of each other’s expertise.

Keywords: special-needs education, multidisciplinary cooperation, team support, team assistance
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Development and Educational Practice of Microscale Experiment
Teaching Materials for Physically Disabled Students for Safe Operation

Kazuyuki Yamada"” Kazuko Ogino”

The purpose of this study is to develop educational materials for microscale experiments applicable to children
with physical disabilities, which can be easily used by anyone, and to put them into practice in educational settings
to promote the realization of inclusive education for the formation of a symbiotic society. From 2021 to 2023, a
total of 36 students enrolled in the junior high and high schools of the Kirigaoka School for the Physically
Challenged, University of Tsukuba, were given classes using microscale experimental materials developed for
students with physically handicapped. In this class, the students were taught to use the microscale experiment
materials during the class. The effectiveness of the developed teaching materials was examined based on detailed
observation of the students during the class and a questionnaire survey conducted after the class. As the result, it
was found that the microscale experiments could be performed by students with physically handicapped by changing
the materials of the experimental apparatuses to soft materials such as polyethylene, simplifying the experimental
procedures, and making the information easy to read and understand for students with physically handicapped to
make the experiments easier for them to operate.

Keywords: Microscale Experiments, Physical Disabilities, Experimental operation, Inclusive Education
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The development of overseas fieldwork as a high school-university
connection subject
-International Agricultural Training VIl in Indonesia

Yoshikazu Tatemoto”, Kenichi Yoshida, Arum Octavia Hadi Mulyono

This report summarizes the development process and practices of the International Agricultural Training VII,
which was newly developed as part of the WWL project, and aims to identify points for improvement of the
programme content from the reflection questionnaires of the participating high school and university students, and to
contribute to the development and improvement of future high school and university articulation subjects. The
training was conducted in Indonesia for 10 days in August 2023, with six high school students and eight university
students participating. The high school and university students participated in the training after learning in advance
through videos created for the JV-Campus (Online international education platform from Japan). From the post-
return reflections, many participants pointed out the insufficient time for high school and university students to study
together, but gave high marks to the content of the training in collaboration with the company. It was suggested that
in the future, more effective subject development could be achieved if high schools and universities deepen their
cooperation in implementing the programme.

Keywords: Overseas Training, WWL, High School and University Articulation, Accelerated Learnings
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Peace Education through Discussion by High School - University Collaboration:
Practice of “Peace and Law” Class at the University of Tsukuba

Hajime Akiyama"

The fragmentation of society is observable as a result of the diversification of values and the development of
technology. In this context, it is necessary to design a new peace education in which students are exposed to diverse
values through discussions in diversity and develop a view of peace while critically questioning their own values. In
order to provide a forum for discussion in diversity, high school students can participate in university classes and
discuss with university and graduate students. The research question for this paper is: How should peace education
through discussion in high school-university collaboration be implemented? Based on the author’s experience in the
“Peace and Law” classes the author taught in July and August 2023 at the College of Social Sciences, School of
Social and International Studies, University of Tsukuba and the results of a questionnaire after the class, the
following findings were revealed. By online and face-to-face classes, high school, undergraduate and graduate
students have the opportunity to engage in group presentations, group discussions and class discussions on peace,
they are able to consider peace from diverse perspectives through discussion.
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