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The Career Education Implementation System in Junior High Schools in South Korea:
Focusing on Curriculum Management Centered on Career Education Teachers
in the Free Semester

Keitaro MINE

Career education in Japan has an urgent task with regard to the implementation of curriculum
management that takes career education into account. Behind this is a lack of understanding about curriculum
management and competencies to develop a curriculum, and the dysfunction of the head teacher of career
guidance. To gain recommendations for solving these problems, this study focuses on career education in South
Korea. In South Korea, the free semester system and the career education teachers’ system are key to solving
similar problems found in Japan. Therefore, first, the study constructed a framework necessary for analyzing
case studies of career education implementation systems in South Korea by referring to previous research on
curriculum management. Next, the study analyzed official documents about the systems, clarifying the
implementation status of curriculum management with emphasis on career education in the free semester and
the status of institutional guarantees for career education teachers to exercise their supervision. After
discussing these topics, this paper arrived at the following conclusion. The free semester system has expanded
the discretion of educational content and has reduced the discretion of educational methods, and the
introduction of this system has led teachers to conduct curriculum management. This has energized the
organization of schools and makes it easier for career education teachers to carry out their duties. Under these
circumstances, career education teachers perform their duties. In this way, they have become engaged in
curriculum management and fulfill roles as supervisors. In effect, this changes organizational culture, revitalizes
curriculum management, and promotes career education. Compared to previous research on South Korean
career education, this study is significant in two ways: (1) by presenting a framework based on prior research, it
has made it possible to discuss career education practices throughout all educational activities, and (2) based on

the framework, it has analyzed the two systems in South Korea.





