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Trends and Issues in Research on Multidisciplinary Collaboration
in Special Needs Education:
Focusing on Elementary, Junior High Schools and
Special Needs Schools in Japan

Tomoko Okayasu”, Junko Tida”

The purpose of this study is to review previous studies on multidisciplinary cooperation and multidisciplinary
team support for special support education in elementary and junior high schools and special-needs schools in Japan.
Students requiring special-needs education have psychological and welfare needs, and in order to respond to these
needs, we reviewed the current status of multidisciplinary cooperation in elementary and junior high schools and
special-needs schools. As a result, it was considered that multidisciplinary cooperation in special support education
includes cooperation between schools and medical care. Regarding team support in special-support education, it
indicated that team support in the collegial position of teachers is common. It was inferred that research on
multidisciplinary cooperation in which teachers, school counselors, and school social workers, all of whom are
multidisciplinary professionals, work together to support students, has just begun. In order to cope with the complex
needs of children with special needs education, it is desirable for teachers, school counselors, and school social
workers to work together smoothly, making use of each other’s expertise.
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