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Abstract

This study aims to examine the history of infectious diseases from a socio-
logical perspective by reviewing existing research and identifying remaining
gaps in the field. The history of infectious diseases is long, and extensive
research has been conducted over the years. In Europe, instances like the
plague outbreaks have historically led to shifts in religious authority and so-
cial structures. Understanding the nature of viruses is also crucial in contem-
porary society, especially in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic.

In Japanese society, significant periods in the history of infectious diseases
range from the early modern era and the Edo period, through the Meiji and
Taisho eras, which saw the rise of bacteriology. The spread of cholera during
these times is particularly noteworthy. Upon reviewing relevant literature,
we found that there is a lack of research capturing the experiences and per-
spectives of those directly affected by infectious diseases, especially among

non-experts.
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