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Reexamination of Iron Arrowheads Excavated from the Aokishita Site,

Nagano Prefecture

HIRABAYASHI Hiroki

The Aokishita Site is a ritual site located in Sakaki Town, Nagano Prefecture. Excavations have
revealed a large amount of Sue ware and earthenware arranged in a ring pattern, and the site has been
discussed as one of the most important earthenware accumulation sites in eastern Japan. The author
believes that the iron arrowheads at the Aokishita site are an important source of information on the life
history of iron weapons and local production, but until today they have been little studied.

Based on the above recognition, 53 items were newly illustrated using radiographs. These iron
arrowheads are placed in the I-II phases of the iron arrowhead chronology in the Nagano Prefecture
area. The compositions are overwhelmingly of the Hirane type, which is a major difference from
iron arrowheads excavated from kofun tumuli. Also included are individuals that deviate from the
morphological norm or are crude.

Based on the above, the majority of the pieces were considered to be local products made and offered
in the area surrounding the site, while the Nade Machi Sankaku type was interpreted as being brought in
from other areas.

The author believes that the above analysis has provided some insight into the production, reception,
and offering of weapons in local communities, which is difficult to grasp from an analysis of burial

arrowheads in kofun tumuli alone.
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