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% (Errington 2010: p.149) ;. D DOWTHEKIX, /N7 MY TREHD S “zabocho (L a B o y o)
EV) MNCRET 5 EE A SN B (Typel0s, 106) ¥ T, & DB B IO IRAG AL
END (5. CORBBIET 75 &80 OREIHE SN, 5 R E~RPIED
5T % (Vordrovee 2014: pp.205-206) o

INSDOT N OXREGOFER YR L, ME L bHKROBIY 2L, S0 s Tix
IPCRED & 9 7 b OARB S NIEHS R 51, “zabocho” BED /i TIXEITCIETEROMFILY
MEENDL, HIRE W) EAiDSEMND 5 VIZERW LR TIE 2o ESN S,

59



MR B4 e

2. T

SIRBETIE, SNFEFTICHET I TONL L0OBRIZALNL I ENIERSNTE
(E7{& 1981, HiHI 2003, Compareti 2014 72 &) o LT IZZN S OFEFZ L 72 (53 K). =
SUCRIBENT OO FENL, 75— Tt Linb b aROMEEGIE S Wl E XS
HOREX LTS (EiE1981: 16 H) (55 14X T1,T6). /RO EHOBIE (5 14 X
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The “Bejewelled Buddha and Past Rule in Central Asia

YAMANE, Momoka

This article aims to elucidate the relationship between the so-called “Bejewelled Buddha™ and past rule
in Central Asia by focusing on its unique clothing, namely, its three-pointed cape and other elements.

New archaeological materials reveal that the three-pointed cape resembles clothing seen in portraits
of rulers by the Alkhan, a tribe of Iranian Huns. Although their origin is still unclear, other examples of
this clothing suggest that it was worn by nomads in the Kushan period (C. E. 1st-3rd) and later widely
adopted by Hephthalite and Alkhan Huns. In the northern regions of Hindukush and Pamir, the cape ap-
peared to Iranian Huns, spread with Hephthalite expansion, and several examples indicate it was used to
dress mythic figures.

A relationship between the “Bejewelled Buddha” and the Iranian Huns is also suggested by other ele-
ments. First, the triple-crescent crown, consisting of three crescents on the diadem, is worn by the “Be-
jewelled Buddha™ and the ruler portrayed on Alkhan coins, and is considered to be characteristic of the
reign. In addition, a wall painting in the niche surrounding Bamiyan’s Eastern Giant Buddha suggests that
Sasanian-oriented local rulers and nobility among Iranian Huns were devoted to the “Bejewelled Bud-
dha”

Considering examples on hand of the three-pointed cape and its devotees, the “Bejewelled Buddha”
may be related to the Iranian Huns. More specifically, the triple-crescent crown and three-pointed cape
appear to relate to Alkhan rulers, and this may indicate that the location of the “Bejewelled Buddha” re-

lates to Alkhan control.
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