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Reception and Representation of Aro/Ace Works
Difficulties and Possibilities:
Considering the Japanese Situation

Reina IMURA

This article addresses the methods and possibilities for the reception of aro/ace
representations and works, which are fraught with various difficulties. The boundaries
of asexuality are ambiguous, but this ambiguity allows an openness to diversity.
Keeping this ambiguity, finding traces of asexuality and exposing the historicity of
sexual normality are critical tasks. This article aims to identify the related methods
and possibilities.

First, it identifies the problem of boundaries as a difficulty that haunts the
reception and representation of aro/ace works, and position Ela Przybylo and Danielle
Cooper’s “asexual resonances” as a method for overcoming this difficulty. Next, it
discusses the problem of visibility as a difficulty that accompanies the acceptance and
representation of aro/ace works and shows how asexuality is expressed through scenes
in which the “absence” of romantic or sexual attraction is considered a problem, which
divides viewers’ reactions into two, and how asexuality cannot be depicted through
such expressions.

Second, based on the situation in Japan, setting the late 1960s as a turning point
and examining Izumo’s successful analysis of “Sasameyuki”, this study confirms the
power of a perspective that analyzes the historicity and sexual normativity of “asexual
resonance.” Finally, it analyzes four works that have been accepted as aro/ace works
in contemporary Japan and discusses the problems of relying on scenes in which
“absence” is a problematic issue, as developed in the visibility issue in the first section,
as well as the possibility of other forms of expression.

As these perspectives are held not only by researchers but by people from all walks
of life, the number of aro/ace works accepted as such will increase. Although it is
important that a wide variety of aro/ace works be produced, we hope that more aro/ace
works will be accepted as such and that more people will be able to find traces of

asexuality in them.



