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Smoking Women in Mikio Naruse’s 1950s Films: Portrayal
of Women’s “Everyday Life” based on Social Norms and
the “Gaze” directed toward Smoking Women

Yui Hayakawa

This study focuses on the portrayal of women smoking in Mikio Naruse's films from the 1950s,
offering insights into how these depictions intersected with the prevailing social norms of the era and
the accompanying “gaze” directed toward smoking women. It reveals Naruse's approach to depicting
smoking women as both divergent from social norms and as proponents of a way of life that defied
the dualism of good and evil. This analysis is approached from the following three perspectives: the
women’s jobs, the settings in which they indulge in smoking, and the actresses as well as the
individuals in front of whom they smoke. While Naruse depicted the aspect of smoking women as
deviating from the perspective of male characters and conventional social norms, he also depicted
smoking as a means for these women to express their will and resistance against gender imbalances
and the challenges of everyday life. It was also a way for women to live life on their terms in the face

of social difficulties.
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