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Unpacking the Perceptions of Municipal Boards of Education
about School-Community Partnerships in Japan: A Survey-Based Analysis

Go KINOSHITA

This study aims to investigate the understanding and perceptions of issues related to school-community
partnerships by municipal boards of education in Japan. This study conducted a preliminary analysis of a
nationwide questionnaire survey targeting these boards.

The analysis was conducted in three steps. First, this study analyzed the perception of problematic
scenarios related to school and community education deemed significant by municipal boards of education.
Second, it explored the policy concerns deemed critical in addressing these challenging scenarios. Finally, this
study examined the correlation between the perceived problems and the respective policy issues.

The analysis resulted in three key findings:

On a national scale, policies concerning school-community partnerships tend to emphasize addressing
“difficulties in school education.” The substantial acknowledgment of “difficulties in school education” and its
“improvement” might have led municipal boards of education to perceive “school support” as a strategy to
mitigate such issues. This perception could be one of the contributing factors to the proliferation of “school
support-oriented” school management councils.

“Small cities” assigned significantly higher “importance” to problem scenarios and policy issues. In these
“small cities,” it appears that problems and issues typically observed in “medium and large cities” and “rural
areas” are manifested in a compounded manner.

In “rural areas” and “small cities”, the problem scenario most closely related to “improving school
governance” is the “decline of educational action in the community.” Particularly in smaller municipalities like
“rural areas” and “small cities,” there is a certain correlation between school governance issues and educational
problems in the local community. Therefore, it is necessary to analyze causality and clarify how the necessity

and significance of “improving school governance” is recognized at the local level.





