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Educational Localization of Public Schools in Affiliated Areas
of the Manchuria Railway Before and After Establishment of Manchukuo:
Focusing on Content and Characteristics of the Local Education Curriculum

Song TING

The purpose of this paper is to state the content and characteristics of local education by analyzing the
content of the local education curriculum in local public schools of the affiliated areas.

The conclusion of the study can be summarized into the following two points. The first point is about the
local education. The so-called localization of education refers to the implementation of local education based on
the special natural and cultural environment of Manchuria as well as the actual situation of children’s strong
mobility. In such educational propositions, teachers from public schools actively participated in the compilation
of the Textbooks of the Local Education Curriculum and the Essentials of the Local Education Curriculum,
which to some extent promoted the establishment of the local education curriculum. In comparing the content
of the local education curriculum with that of a common sense curriculum shows that the content of the local
education curriculum focuses more on cultivating Chinese children’s emotions towards local culture.

The second point is about the characteristics of the local education curriculum. As an independent subject,
the local education curriculum encompassed the natural, cultural, and social aspects of local areas. It is worth
noting that it was precisely because education was carried out in Manchukuo that educational staff utilized
Manchuria’s local folk songs, legends, and festivals with traditional Chinese cultural characteristics. In the
process of implementing local education for Chinese children, the rapidly established Manchukuo, in the form
of an independent "state" based on Confucianism, had to consider its relationship with Japan, resulting in
cultural friction. Educational staff in Manchukuo utilized regional traditional culture to instill in children a

sense of being a member of the regional community.





