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Prehistory of Inclusion in U. S. Social Studies
Through An Analysis of Mainstreaming Strategies in the Early 1980’s

Hironori HAYASE

This study aims to clarify the prehistory of Inclusion through an analysis of Mainstreaming strategies in
the early 1980s U.S. social studies.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, I first examine the background of the expansion of
Mainstreaming and the principles that led to its introduction into social studies, and present a perspective from
which to identify the characteristics of Mainstreaming. Based on the perspectives presented, the characteristics
and issues found in the Mainstreaming were elucidated through an examination of social studies lesson records
and quantitative surveys that correspond to the Mainstreaming.

In the Mainstreaming program developed in the early 1980s, strategies were developed and implemented in
some classrooms to involve children in social studies classes in regular classrooms. However, they remained
limited to providing support for specific disabilities and failed to question the content and goals. On the other
hand, the Mainstreaming issue was that the provision of support specifically for disabilities was itself
stigmatized. To avoid this, a trend emerged to develop strategies to address the needs of all children, not just
those with special needs.

The characteristics and Issues of Mainstreaming suggest that the requirements for a social studies
strategy that avoids singling out some children are, first, that it not be limited solely to methods of support and,
second, that it is essential to balance respect for the needs of all children with the development of citizens and,

third to strengthen the connection to put into practice.





