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It has been pointed out that in contemporary Japan there are various
disparities (inequalities) in terms of income, property, employment, opportunities for political
participation, results in politics, regions, and generations. It is important to clarify the
perceptions and value attitudes toward equality of the various segments of the elite involved in
shaping policies to correct these inequalities in order to consider the composition of the conflict
over equality and the nature of equalization policies. This study conducted a survey of the
attitudes of various elite groups and voters in 2018-19 and compared them with the results of the
1980 elite survey. The results indicate a continued conflict between equality views and policy
preferences among conservatives and liberals, while revealing that the public™s desire for equality
is not adequately reflected in the elite.
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