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Title
Hidetoshi Kato's role as a Media Intellectual in Postwar History: The seer who observed rapid

economic growth

Abstract
Chapter 1 Research Background and Objectives

A seer has a high tolerance for cognitive dissonance, can see harsh realities, and is easily persecuted
by others who do not want to hear about them. By their very nature, they are likely to be at odds with
the media intellectuals who are atmosphere steerers or the atmosphere itself.

Despite the fact that Hidetoshi Kato occupies an important position in postwar Japanese debates in
predicting Japan’s high economic growth before it occurred, he was not understood by Jun Eto,
Kenzaburo Oe, and Shozo Fujita, and was unreasonably persecuted. Can we therefore consider Kato
to be a seer? | have attempted to achieve the research objective by considering three important
working hypotheses that may successfully explain what leads to the explanation of whether or not
Kato is a seer in the following chapters: (1) to clearly identify Kato's position in the controversy
feeling not only in terms of feeling but also in terms of the other-directed type, (2) to explore the
relationship between Kato's media strategy in the Chuko-shinsho and the Middle Culture 3) to
consider what can be seen in comparison with Nakai Shoichi from the perspective of cognitive

dissonance and Mittel.

Chapter 2: Previous Studies

This chapter deals with discussions, references, and previous studies on Hidetoshi Kato, as well as
on media intellectuals in postwar Japan. One of the most important authors is Yo Takeuchi, who
combines elements of both the former and the latter in his "Kato-hidetoshi-ron(Study of Hidetoshi
Kato)," a chapter within "Taishyu-no-Genzo (The Phantom of the Masses)," while also having
written extensively on media intellectuals. Takeuchi finds an axis of opposition between the
samurai/rural-type intellectuals who set the world to rights, to whom many postwar media
intellectuals, exemplified by Maruyama Masao and Yoshimoto Takaaki fall, and the merchant-type
intellectuals. Takeuchi then classifies Kato as the latter, a merchant-type intellectual, and attributes
this to the influence of Hitotsubashi University's "hidden curriculum.” Furthermore, Takeuchi
analyzed Ikutaro Shimizu as an affection beggar who became a media intellectual in order to be
pampered, and found the ideal type of media intellectual in the figure of Shimizu, who plotted a
subversion strategy to gain attention and reverse his position by publishing stimulating essays that

caused a sensation. In light of Takeuchi's discussion, Hidetoshi Kato, although a media intellectual,
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is a person who mainly publishes topics based on the daily lives of ordinary people and does not
engage in subversion strategies, and Kato and Shimizu are very different. However, according to
Takeuchi, media intellectuals who are far from the mainstream, such as non-University of Tokyo
graduates, coming from downtown Tokyo, and being on the right wing, tend to adopt a subversion
strategy, but why did Kato not adopt a subversion strategy like Shimizu? In the following chapters, |

will examine Kato as a case that does not fit Takeuchi's scheme.

Chapter 3: The Controversy Feeling and the Other-directted Type

In this chapter, I explain the first working hypothesis by discussing the other-directed type that
emerged during the debate with Fukuji Taguchi regarding the conflict between Kato and Eto.

From the standpoint of pragmatism, Kato published his "Middle Culture," but he became embroiled
in the controversy feeling when Jun Eto criticized it as "lacking in subjectivity" and "fascistic.” This
was because Kato defended the concept of "feeling" in response to the term "faith in theory" and
"faith in feeling" that Maruyama Masao had used in his article “Nihon-no-Shiso(Thinking in
Japan)”. Kato attempted to engage Eto in dialogue, but Eto did not change his own theory, and the
discussion ended in a deadlock. The key point is that Kato and Taguchi, a political scientist who was
a Marxist and a graduate of the University of Tokyo, agreed with Kato's affirmation of the feeling,
but they disagreed in their support for the other-directed type.

Riesman, who defined the other-directed type, had a high opinion of this type, as did Kato. Both
Riesman and Kato focused on the fact that there are subjective individuals among this type who can
act autonomously and freely interact with others and make their own decisions. This leads to the
modification of Takeuchi's theory in finding that graduates of the University of Tokyo are less likely
to praise other-directed people, thereby explaining the first working hypothesis.

Chapter 4: Kato's Media Strategy as Seen through the Analysis of " Words of Publication"

This chapter attempts to explain the second working hypothesis, the relationship between media
strategy and the theory of Middle Culture.

Kato wrote "Words of Publication" at the request of Shunzo Miyawaki of Chuokoron-sha.
Analyzing this "Words of Publication," it became clear that Kato's media strategy for the Chiikd
Shinsho could be interpreted as a practice of the Middle Culture theory. Middle Culture mediates
between high culture and popular culture, and entails a society in which intermediation is possible:
advanced and specialized content is conveyed to the masses in an easy-to-understand manner, while
the masses also acquire the ability to think for themselves by Shinsho. This is a logic that shows the
multilayered nature of Middle Culture. Furthermore, the fact that the masses think wisely and
independently can be expected to have the effect of preventing fascism through the formation of

intermediate groups by forming circles. This explains the second working hypothesis.
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Chapter 5: Shoichi Nakai as a Predecessor of Hidetoshi Kato

Pragmatism and the Middle Culture Theory wavers between experience and abstract theory, and
consumes cognitive resources.Kato's idealization of the other-directed type, which is an idea that
leads to the conception of new relationships, is also an idea that runs through Chuikod Shinsho’s
media strategy. Considering Nakai's medium-mittel theory, Kato, like Nakai, aimed to be a mittel
that actively facilitated the intermediary between two parties, rather than a medium that merely

existed in the middle. This explains the third working hypothesis.

Chapter 6: Discussion and Conclusion: What kind of person was Hidetoshi Kato?

Mittel-like and rich in cognitive resources, Kato was adept at enduring cognitive dissonance in the
face of a reality and sustaining a broad and complex perspective. A seer is a strong being with high
endurance against cognitive dissonance to the extent that he or she is able to use cognitive resources
abundantly to look at a harsh reality that humans cannot see, but it is possible to analyze the
possibility of being a seer as being able to consume cognitive resources to the extent that he or she
can look at the long term and the entirety. It is also reasonable to interpret the fact that Kato was
persecuted by Eto and others for unreasonable reasons, such as being called "not proactive," as being
a seer who presented an unacceptable reality to those with no cognitive resources to spare.

If Kato was a seer, it is consistent with the fact that he was generally successful in predicting the
future in postwar Japan until the bubble era, and functioned as a representative of the post-high
economic growth era in Japan. By depicting and analyzing Kato's existence, I also elaborated on
Takeuchi's discussion of media intellectuals and public intellectuals, finding a distinction between

seers and geniuses/gifted people, as well as between high and low tolerance for seers.
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