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Justification of Sexual Ritual in Festivals

Through the Dontsuku Festival and the Summer Festival of
Susano-o Shrine in Inatori

This paper discusses that what can justify sexual rituals in festivals, focus-
ing on two festivals held in Inatori: the summer festival of Susano-o shrine and the
Dontsuku Festival that ended in 2018.

Traditional sexual ritual in festival is thought as pray for fertility or warding
off evil. The summer festival has a ritual that two fengus called “omen-san” chase
women and children with a phallus-shaped wooden stick. This ritual started to pray
for eradicating dysentery. People believe the ritual has been held since a long time
ago. But actually, the ritual was started in 1927 as a “joke”. Thus, the joke can justi-
fy religion rituals. The phallus at this festival is not a religious object, but a symbol
of the “fun of genitals.”

On the other hand, the Dontsuku Festival has been held since 1966 as an
event for tourists and is characterized by carrying a huge phallic-shaped portable
shrine. It has been considered that sexual expression in new festivals for tourists
like the Dontsuku Festival has no cultural value and, therefore, it has hardly been
studied. However, the Dontsuku Festival and the summer festival have “fun of geni-
tals” in common. It is necessary to carry out research on sexual ritual without judg-
ing if it is “traditional” or not.
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