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The rise of Prasangika-Madhyamaka and transmission of its thought
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The Madhyamaka, one of Indian Mahayana schools, is divided into Prasangika
and Svatantrika lineages. This division is reported to have been made by the Tibetan scholar Pa
tshab Nyi ma grags, who studied in Kashmir in the late eleventh century, and confirmed correct by
reading his work entitled dBu ma rtsa ba’ 1 shes rab kyi ti ka. This study has clarified that Pa
tshab intended to demonstrate the superiority of the Prasangika tenet of Indian master Candrakirti
(7th cent.), whose works Pa tshab translated into Tibetan language, to the Svatantrika tenet of
Santaraksita and Kamalasila from the eighth century, following their method of critically
investigating Buddhist and non-Buddhist theories and proving the supremacy of Madhyamaka theory.
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