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Abstract

Perceptions of “Home” Among Second-Generation Shanghai Occupiers:
Through Michiko Ikeda’s Shanghai Nissei

Menghui CAI

Michiko Ikeda (1914-2008) was a correspondent for the literary magazine Mita Bungaku. Starting
with the novel Shanghai (1940), based on her experiences in Shanghai from 1940 to 1944, she
published a series of works in Mita Bungaku relating to Shanghai during the Japanese occupation.
These works depicted the ecology of people of diverse origins living in the cosmopolitan city of
Shanghai in the 1940s. However, studies on “Shanghai stuff” are still scarce. This paper examines
the novel Shanghai Nissei in light of the issues raised by previous studies. Focusing on the life of
Murayama, a second-generation Japanese resident born and raised in Shanghai, through the eyes
of the narrator, “T”, and using historical sources as a support line, this paper examines the perception
of “home” by those second-generation Japanese residents who made Shanghai, the place where they
grew up, their “home”. At the same time, the genesis of Japanese consciousness exposed by their

gaze at the Other, both Westerners and Chinese, will be examined.
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