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Abstract

The Adaptation of Robinson Crusoe in Postwar Japan:
Focusing on the Translated Children's Literature Edition by Koichi Hata

Cen LIU

Robinson Crusoe, written by Daniel Defoe (1660-1731), was first published in 1719 and has
continued to be translated throughout the world. In the latter half of the 18th century, the book was
translated as a children's novel not only in England but also in other countries of Europe and the
United States. As to the Japanese translation for children in Japan, Robinson Crusoe by Sazanami
Iwaya in 1899 in Sekai Otogibanashi series was the first edition. Research on the numerous
translated editions has mainly focused on the Meiji period, and there is still little research on
translations in the decade of postwar, when the translation boom of Robinson Crusoe emerged. The
purpose of this paper is to examine an example of the adaptation of Robinson Crusoe in postwar
Japan by Koichi Hata (1950), by comparing it with the original novel, mainly focusing on the image
of Robinson, the coherence of the story and plots about religion.
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