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“Lady of Shalott” in the Age of Glass:
Mirrors in the Paintings by J. W. Waterhouse.

Akane YAMAGUCHI

One of the themes most drawn by Victorian painters,
Alfred Tennyson’s The Lady of Shalott (1842), is known as story
sung about a woman who tragically dies by abandoning her duty.
However, when the painter John William Waterhouse (1849-1917)
painted the theme, he added several unique motifs that connote
rebirth and resurrection. To discuss his unique representation,
this article focuses on the mirrors in Waterhouse’s paintings and
the glass culture in Victorian Britain. Waterhouse repeatedly drew
women with large round mirrors, which were produced in the
glass culture that flourished in the nineteenth century Britain.
There were many paintings and novels featuring mirrors at this
time, one of which was Lewis Carroll’s Through the
Looking-Glass (1871). By comparing the paintings and the
illustrations in the novel, this article shows that in three “The
Lady of Shalott” themed paintings by Waterhouse, the world
outside the mirror and the inside are represented as
interchangeable through the mirror. Therefore, it is possible that
Waterhouse implied that “The Lady of Shalott” would not end

with her tragic death by the painting.








