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Perspective on “Independence” Recognizing Young People’s Career Development:
Focus on the Perceptions of Parents and Children

Kenta OYAMADA

This paper uses interview survey data on parents and children to clarify their perspectives on
“independence” based on their and social conditions. As a result of these surveys, this paper aims to present the
perspective on “independence” that can recognize diverse current situations in respective young people, and
contribute to their career development by themselves.

Based on the survey results, this paper points out two main findings as follows. First, there is an
underlying “epistemological fallacy” in social cognition that expects “independence” of today’s young people
through acquiring traditional and symbolic merkmal. Therefore, when aiming for the realization of respective
“independence” of young people, the possibility that an underlying “epistemological fallacy” occurs in today’s
social perceptions and social policies that expect “independence” of young people must be re-questioned, and
these perceptions and policies must be converted into social resources that contribute to the realization of
“independence” in today’s society.

Second, as a social perception to overcome the underlying “epistemological fallacy”, this paper presents the
perspective of “independence” that can recognize the diverse career paths of today's young people, and
motivate each in their career development for the future. In other words, the perspective on “independence” that
recognizes the diversity and uniqueness of the careers of young people, and affirms each subjective career
development based on their own meaning and motivation for the various experiences that occur in their lives,
instead of acquiring symbolic merkmal. Therefore, we should find potential in the perspective as a social
perception to support the “independence” of young people.

Keywords: Independence, Young people, Career





