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Background to Changes in the Competitive Ratio of Teacher
Recruitment Examinations from 2002 to 2020:
Trial Analysis of the Contributions of the Number of Recruits
by Prefecture and of the Estimated 22-Year-Old Population

Seisuke TSUDA

In Japan, the competitive ratio (number of examinees/number of recruits) for teacher recruitment
examinations has been in decline since 2000, and in 2021 it was 3.8 times. In this paper, we analyze the
contribution of the change in the number of hires and the change in the estimated population of 22-year-olds to
the competitive ratio of teacher recruitment examinations from 2002 to 2020 by way of trial.

The results are as follows: the overall change in the competitive ratio from 2002 to 2020 was -5.4, of which
the contribution of the change in population was -2.0, the contribution of the change in the number of hires was
-4.2, and the contribution of other factors was 0.8. In addition, the contribution of changes in the number of
hires and population changes was larger in regional areas, while other factors contributed more to the decline in
the competitive ratio from 2012 to 2020 in metropolitan areas.

Based on these results, there is no room for change in the short term with respect to the increase in the
number of hires and the decrease in the age population. Therefore, a decrease in the competitive ratio of teacher
recruitment examinations due to these factors is inevitable in the future. In other words, it is difficult to increase
the competitive ratio in the short term in rural areas where these factors are the primary factors, and measures
to guarantee teacher quality through selection cannot be expected. This consideration indicates that it is
virtually impossible to emphasize selectivity in the future of teacher quality assurance. In other words, a shift
in quality assurance to an emphasis on improving the quality of teacher training programs must be made

imminent.





