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Responsibility and Freedom
— Liberal Society and Slavery——

Yoshishige HIGAKI

In a liberal society people do not assume universal values. Liberalism denies the existence
of the common good. This denial, at first glance, seems to give people freedom.

However, people cannot swim against the tide of the society. Nevertheless, if they have
their own sense of values that differ from the values of the social tide, they cannot hope that
their sense will be accepted by everyone. They only follow the tide of the society, because
they do not believe in the existence of universal values.

It seems to me that people have freedom only when they assume universal values, put

their own values on them, and take responsibility for the universal values.
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