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Distribution of Sarcophagi Stones and Burial Chamber Stones in the Kofun Period of

the Joso Region

ASANO, Takatoshi

In the Joso Region (the southern part of Ibaraki and northern part of Chiba Prefectures), burial
facilities constructed with “Tsukuba-Ishi”, stones obtained from the foothills of Mt. Tsukuba that are
easily shaped into slabs, were widely distributed during the late to final Kofun periods. This type of
stone can be petrologically divided into several sub-types and has become the focus of recent research.
However, studies of burial facilities and the analysis of stone raw materials is limited, as is research on
the distribution that linked production locations and consumption.

This paper reconstructs the distribution routes of these stones by analyzing the ancient tumuli built of
Tsukuba-Ishi from two perspectives: petrological identification of stone types and analysis of the size and
volume of stones transported. This research clarified that there are at least three possible sites for stone
procurement and that each site has its own regional distribution area. In addition, the land transportation
assumed for some routes indicates its importance despite only water transportation previously being

considered as the means of stone transportation.
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