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That morning in Hiroshima the sky was blue
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and cloudless. The sun was shining. Streetcars had
begun making rounds, picking up people who

were on their way to work. Hirosnima's seven rivers
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flowed quietly through the city. The rays of the
midsummer sun glittered on the surface of the rivers.
Monday 6 August 1945 Hiroshima, Japan

It was almost 8.15.

The People of Hiroshima woke up to a beautiful bright morning.
The sky was clear and the shallow rays of early sunlight glittered
through the morning air.

On this summer day in wartime, work had already begun for
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many. The trams crossed and passed in an ordered, leisurely

way. The seven rivers flowed quietly, gently southwards towards

the sea.
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To keep fire from spreading, they had torn down old buildings
(W)

air-raid hats
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Many houses had been pulled down to make firebreaks
(1)

bokuzukin-padded cotton air raid helmets
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That day, August 9, 1945, as Mii and her mother looked at the 1

rubble that had been Hiroshima, an atomic bomb was dropped

on Nagasaki. And there, as in Hiroshima, thousands of people
died, and anyone who survived was left homeless. Among the
victims, in addition to the Japanese, were people from many other
countries, such as Korea, China, Russia, Indonesia, and the United
States.
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The atomic bomb was unlike any explosive ever used before. 2
The destruction on impact was greater than thousands of conven-
tional bombs exploding all at once, and it also contaminated the
area with radiation that caused deaths and illnesses for many years

following the explosion.

It was just one atom bomb that caused this devastation. The bomb 1
exploded in one instant but in that instant, 260,000 people died and many

more were injured. And people continue to die and die because of that

one atom bomb.

The Japanese people were not the only ones to die. There were many 2
Korean citizens who had been forced to work in Japan. They died, too. Their

bodies were left to rot and became prey for hundreds of crows. Americans —
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citizens of the country that dropped the bomb — and people from China, Russia
and Indonesia were also killed and injured.
On 9 August 1945, the second atom bomb was dropped, this time on 3

Nagasaki. Again, many thousands died or were wounded and the city of

Nagasaki was destroyed.
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