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Formation of Folklore in the Villages Developed on
Reclaimed Land

From Case Examples of the Reclaimed Land
from Lake Dainakanoko, Shiga Prefecture

This paper studies the process of folklore formation in new villages on re-
claimed land, using case examples from the villages developed in the 1970s on
former Lake Dainakanoko in Shiga Prefecture. Since these villages are rather new,
information was readily available from first-generation settlers, providing us with
interesting data for similar studies. This paper especially focuses on the state of
foundation and beginnings of shrines and festivals, both of which have functioned
effectively as bonds connecting people in the same community. Previous studies
have shown that cultures were transferred to new villages from settlers’ places of
origin. Case examples in this paper, however, indicate that lifestyles and cultures
are not transferred in an integrated fashion, but settlers select what to accept ac-
cording to the circumstances. They also show that settlers tend to attempt to convey
the story of hardships they experienced to the following generation in an easy-to-
understand manner, while eliminating inconvenient facts in the process.
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