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Everyday Difficulties of International Students with Visual Impairments Studying in Japan

Nozima YULDASHEVA" and Hideyuki KOBAYASHI*

The purpose of this study is to elucidate the difficulties experienced by visually-impaired
international students in their daily lives. We conducted a semi-structured interview on the issue of
everyday difficulties experienced by 10 visually-impaired international students. Another interview
with the same content was also conducted with 10 sighted international students. The difficult
situations of these international students were divided into 6 broad categories and 14 subcategories. In
addition, through these data significant difference was found between the responses of the international
students with visual impairments and sighted ones in the categories “space”. Finally, there were 6
situations characteristically difficult for international students with visual impairments related to

CLIT3

“religious reasons”, “dining table”, “goods”, “halal food”, “ATM” and “welfare service”.

Key words: visual impairments, international students, difficulties, semi-structured interview

* Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba
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