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English Words Instruction in Stimulus Equivalence for Autistic Students
with Intellectual Disability

Yasuhiko AOKI" and Fumiyuki NORO™

A stimulus equivalence procedure was used to teach English to two autistic children with intellectual
disability and their development in terms of derived relations was examined. The children received
direct instructions pertaining to the relationship between cards containing English letters and those
comprising Japanese characters. In order to control exclusion, untaught stimuli were also included in
the test. Results indicated that for taught relations, both the children answered the questions with 100%
accuracy in five consecutive sessions. Their number of correct answers also increased with each
session for some of the derived relations. However, the two children differed on the number of sessions
they required to satisfy the attainment criteria and develop an understanding of the derived relations.
With regard to untaught stimuli relations, a difference was observed between the two children in terms
of the rate at which the number of correct answers they provided increased progressively. The
discussion focused on the difference between the two children on two aspects: i) The number of
sessions required for each child to satisfy the attainment criteria in terms of the number of correct
answers; and ii) the increase in the number of correct answers for questions that assessed their

comprehension of untaught stimuli relations.
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