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Commentary

Dr. Shintaro Akiyama was an advanced fellow in inflammatory bowel
disease (IBD) at the University of Chicago for 2 years. At the University of
Chicago, we have one of the largest IBD programs in the world, with over
800 patients seen per month. The training with us includes management
of complex IBD and involvement in numerous clinical and translational
research efforts. During his time with us, Dr. Akiyama was an exceptional
trainee, contributing to the care of many patients and interacting with the
many members of our multi-disciplinary team. His original scholarship and
investigation into the outcomes of patients with ileal pouch anal anastomoses
(J pouches) has established a new nomenclature for our field, and will better
define the outcomes of these patients for future studies of etiopathogenesis,
treatment, and prevention of IBD.

I am so grateful to him for his hard work, and impressed that he has wanted
to translate his education to his wonderful colleagues in Japan. It is rewarding
to see the final product, and to know that we have such good friends in the
field of IBD with whom to share efforts and collaborate. I know that the
readers of this book will find its contents and Dr. Akiyama's efforts to be very
helpful in the care of patients, but also hope that it results in many future
outstanding physicians and scientists who dedicate their careers to helping

those who live with IBD.
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