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The International Baccalaureate (IB) Graduates’ Career Decision-Making
Towards Post-Secondary Education in Japanese Local X School
: How ‘Localism’ Affected Their Choices

Chika EBATA

The purpose of this paper is to describe the process by which International Baccalaureate (IB) graduates
from Public X School, an IB World school located in a rural area of Japan, came to make their career decision
towards post-secondary education, focusing on the concept of ‘localism’. According to Nakamura (2010),
localism is defined as the subjective sense of locality that high school students have when choosing a career
path. To achieve the purpose, this paper analyzed the results of interview surveys conducted with five IB
graduates and two teachers in charge of career guidance at X school. Analysis of the surveys’ results revealed
the following.

IB graduates, in their career decision-making, may have an international orientation, such as a desire to
study at foreign universities. This suggests a renewed form of localism. On the other hand, IB graduates also
tend to retain a local orientation, aiming to enter a highly selective national comprehensive university that is
local to them. This implies a continuation of localism. With the COVID-19 pandemic, local orientation was
strengthened in the career decision-making process of IB graduates. However, since there are regional
disparities with the implementation status of entrance examinations adopting IB by universities in Japan today,
it is not always possible to maintain a focused localism while entering a university by submitting an IB
Diploma. As a result, some IB graduates are unable to make positive sense of their IB choice in terms of career
decision-making towards post-secondary education.





