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Involvement of the Chambers of Commerce and Industry in Career
Transition Support for the Students in Secondary Schools in Germany:
Focusing on the Educational Partnership in Baden-Wiirttemberg

Syunsuke FUJITA

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the roles of the Chambers of Commerce and Industry (CCI) as an
intermediary organization for schools and companies in providing career transition support for students, and
the characteristics of a cooperative system for continuous implementation, focusing on the educational
partnership in Baden-Wiirttemberg (BW), Germany. To achieve this goal, the author used a framework
composed of the following 3 elements: formalization, intensity and reciprocity.

In Germany, CCI has contributed to a dual system and vocational education. In BW, companies pointed out
a supply shortage of human resources for the industrial world, and the lack of basic abilities, skills and the
actual understanding of professional careers among youth. For these reasons, an agreement to promote the
educational partnership which enhances cooperation between schools and companies was reached in 2008.
After this agreement, the signing rate has exceeded 75%, of which more than 70% was mediated by the CCI.

As a feature of the cooperative system, an agreement to give public effect has been established, and a role
model has been constructed to universally implement this attempt. Under these foundations, the system has
secured not only an adequate number of “people” and “opportunities”, but has also secured a relationship of
reciprocity between the schools and companies. Furthermore, it is important that the CCI has recognized its
intermediary function as one of its essential responsibilities in order to maintain cooperation.

These results are suggestive of the current situation in Japan. Although the CCI in Japan has engaged in
career education, its intermediary roles are not sufficient. To improve these conditions, it is necessary to build
an adequate foundation for cooperation between schools and companies and maintain a relationship of

reciprocity including the CCI, similar to the educational partnership in BW.





